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1st New Exemplification Ceremony Ever in RI 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From Left to Right: Jackie Faraj Musleh, Ron Volpe, FS Jerry 
Scannell, Dan Gambardella, GK Jim Gambardella, Maureen 

Gambardella, T John Marcello, Mike Geraghty, DGK Fouad Faraj 
Musleh, Gail Faraj Musleh 

Welcome Dan and Mike!  

Ron completed his 3rd Degree! 
 

 

Another Exemplification Ceremony 
Pre-COVID  

 
 

From Left to Right: Mike Geraghty, GK Jim Gambardella, John 
Olobri, PGK Bob Chase 

 
Welcome John! 
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Grand Knights Korner – Columbian Year-in-Review 
               By [GK Jim Gambardella] 

 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank our Council members and Officers for their leadership 

over the past year. It is through our membership that initiatives have been put into place allowing our Council to grow 
and continue to be successful. 
Supreme Knight, Carl Anderson, has stated it clearly, “During this challenging time of the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic, you and I can both be proud of the tremendous work of Knights of Columbus in reaching out in service 
to Leave No Neighbor Behind. It is in such times of trial when the greatness of our Order shines most brightly, and 
Father Michael McGivney’s vision is brought to fulfillment.” 
I have seen firsthand the opportunities for member Knights to come forward to serve and be actively involved in 
reaching our goals.  Program Directors continue to support programs of FAITH, FAMILY, COMMUNITY and LIFE.  
St. Augustine Council 10557 continues to be active in several programs which are being guided by our founding 
principles of Charity, Unity, and Fraternity.  The Knights have offered meaningful opportunities to serve people in 
need, our parish, and community. 
 

STAR COUNCIL AWARD 
It is a great pleasure to announce that our Council has reached all of the requirements to earn the Star Council 

Award. 
This year our membership team reached its goal during the two-membership drives.  At this time six new members 
have joined our Council Michael Geraghty, Daniel Gambardella, Anthony Magro, Paul Morry, John Olobri, Patrick 
Shields and John Mountain. Welcome to our Council! 

 
Faith in Action Programs 

Faith Programs: by contributing to the RSVP ( Refund Support Vocations Program) in which we supported two 
seminarians, Spiritual Reflection in offering a Family night of pray, and members continue to support our parish by 
providing time as Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, Ushers, Catholic Charity volunteers, and supporting the CCD 
program. 
Family Programs:  Keep Christ in Christmas by offering Christmas cards to all members of the parish, Food for 
Families program support St. Patrick’s food pantry with a donation, Youth of the Year Award to a young catholic of 
the parish for the outstanding work accomplished for the parish, and supporting the parish’s Blood Drive. 
Community Programs:  Once again the children of the parish participated in a Free Throw Championship for boys 
and girls 8 -14 years of age, the Helping Hands program continued to support the Elmhurst Clean and Green 
monthly participation, and member Knights assisted in replacement of the flags at the Veterans Cemetery,  North 
End Burial Grounds last Fall. The replacement of the flags for this Spring was postponed due to COVID-19. 
Life Programs:  The Silver Rose program prayer service, March of Life to show support of the right to life, and the 
Special Olympics by providing funds to support its affiliate. 
Our efforts are made possible with the support provided by Fr. Forcier and Fr. Brice.  We continue to pray for them 
both. 
For information, contact Grand Knight James Gambardella at 1947jrg@gmail.com. 
To join the Knights, go to KofC.org/JoinUs, and enter our Council number 10557. 
 
God Bless and be Safe, 
Vivat Jesus! 
James R. Gambardella, 
Grand Knight  

 

mailto:1947jrg@gmail.com
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IN SOLIDARITY WITH OUR BISHOP 
 
As our way to show our support to our Bishop, two of our council members were able to represent our us at 
the Christ the King Mass celebrated by His Excellency Bishop Tobin at the Cathedral of SS Peter & Paul on 
November 24, 2019 
 

 
 
From Left to Right: GK Walter Smith, Unidentified, His Excellency 
Bishop Tobin, Unidentified, GK Jim Gambardella 

 
 
From Left to Right: GK Jim Gambardella, District 
Master Bob Gallant, PGK Nick Amaral 

 

WHO WILL Restore the Church? 
By Stephen P. White 

Mass attendance is down. Financial contributions at the parish and diocesan levels are down. Catholic marriages 
and infant baptisms have been plummeting for years. Most of these trends did not begin with the abuse crisis, but 
anecdotal evidence from the last year suggests that the crisis has accelerated these trends. 

Who will restore the Church? Where will the renewal we all know is needed – and which we all long to see – 
come from? From the bishops? From Rome? I have said many times: If it is to come at all, authentic reform in the 
Church will come through and with the bishop of Rome and the bishops in communion with him. For those with faith, 
this is little less than a tautology. It just doesn’t get us very far. 

Trusting that the Lord will preserve his Church doesn’t require us to believe or expect that reform will spring 
from Rome or begin at the initiative of one of the successors of the Apostles. History tells us that most great ecclesial 
reforms have not begun with the pope. Most great reforms have not begun with bishops. The pattern, always, is that 
renewal begins with sanctity, wherever it is found. 

Sanctity is not the province of the clergy. Let me rephrase that: sanctity is not only for those in holy orders. The 
call to sanctity is universal, extending to all the baptized, indeed to all humanity. I was once at a conference where 
someone was commenting on something Pope Francis had said about holiness. A prominent social justice activist sitting 
beside me scoffed: “I’ve never thought about holiness a single day in my life.” I was inclined to believe her. 

And why not? There is a lot of good work to be done in this vale of tears and a lot of that good work doesn’t 
require even a smidgen of holiness. Being a decent person doesn’t require us to strive to be perfect as our Father in 
heaven is perfect. But we’re called to more, much more. 

In his very first homily as pope, Francis warned the men who had just elected him against the futility of good 
works that don’t proclaim Christ: 

We can build many things, but if we do not profess Jesus Christ, things go wrong. We may become a charitable 
NGO, but not the Church, the Bride of the Lord. When we are not walking, we stop moving. When we are not building 
on the stones, what happens? The same thing that happens to children on the beach when they build sandcastles: 
everything is swept away, there is no solidity. 
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Article Decrying the Anti-Catholic Bigotry 
perpetrated by desecration of the statues of 
Christopher Columbus, especially the one in 
Providence, published in our prior 
newsletter, was publish in the RI Echo 

If we forget this – if our efforts, however well intentioned, become separated from the proclamation of the Good 
News – then our efforts will not fail, they will be make things worse: “When we do not profess Jesus Christ,” Pope 
Francis says, “we profess the worldliness of the devil, a demonic worldliness.” 

The point is this: the work of restoring the Church – addressing the urgent needs of the moment, earnestly 
seeking justice, restoring the battered Body of Christ – does not come before the work of proclaiming the Gospel. These 
works are one and the same. Now, in this moment of crisis, is not the time to set aside the work of evangelization in 
order to deal with seemingly more pressing problems: “Let the dead bury their own dead. You go and proclaim the 
Kingdom of God.” 

Archbishop Charles Chaput of Philadelphia put it beautifully. His words were spoken in 2012, but seem perfectly 
suited for today: 

Sin is part of the human terrain and a daily challenge to our discipleship. And if our hearts are cold, if our 
minds are closed, if our spirits are fat and acquisitive, curled up on a pile of our possessions, then the Church in this 
country will wither. It’s happened before in other times and places, and it can happen here. We can’t change the world 
by ourselves. And we can’t reinvent the Church. But we can help God change us. We can live our faith with zeal and 
conviction – and then God will take care of the rest. 

The Lord is purifying his Church. Good, we say. It’s about time, we say. But are we willing to let Him purify 
us? Can we really expect the Church to undergo purification and at the same time expect that we, who are part of the 
Church, should be spared the pain and anguish of that purification? 

Who will restore the Church? He will. And if we are willing, he will accomplish great things through us. All it 
will cost is everything – which in the end, is nothing. 

Take, Lord, and receive all my liberty, my memory, my understanding, and my entire will, All I have and call 
my own. You have given all to me. To you, Lord, I return it. Everything is yours; do with it what you will. Give me only 
your love and your grace, that is enough for me. (A Prayer of St. Ignatius of Loyola)  

 
This column first appeared on the website The Catholic Thing (www.thecatholicthing.org). Copyright 2020. All rights reserved. Reprinted with 
permission. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.thecatholicthing.org/
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Church is open again! Welcome Back! 
 
God is great! We’re finally able to participate again in mass during Pentecost Weekend. Our council along 
with Men of St Joseph chapter helped prepare for the opening of the Church by cleaning and segmenting the 
pews. As well as help usher every mass of the weekend after cleaning the church as well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
Snapshot of the beginning of our Saturday Afternoon Mass at 5PM 

 
 
Fr Brice (L) our Council’s Chaplain preaching the Good News and Fr Forcier, (R), our fearless leader listening  

 
 
PGK Bob Chase (L) and GK Jim Gambardella looking 
back making sure council member in the back of the 
church is doing his job 

 
 
Our brother Mike Geraghty...do 
not mess with him 

 
PGK Bob Chase (L) and FS Jerry Scannell (R) ready 
to assist. Bob just retired 2 days prior to this  



The Beacon Page 6 6/24/2020 
 

Miracle Approved! Father McGivney To Be Beatified! 
Priest launched international lay movement, died in 19th century pandemic 

ROME – The Vatican today (May 27) announced that Pope Francis approved the promulgation of a decree 
recognizing a miracle attributed to the intercession of the founder of the Knights of Columbus, Venerable Father 
Michael J. McGivney, a Connecticut priest who served his flock during the pandemic of 1890, before himself 
becoming ill and dying of pneumonia. 
The pope’s action means that Father McGivney can be declared “Blessed,” the step just prior to sainthood. An 
additional miracle attributed to Father McGivney’s intercession will be required for his canonization as a saint. 
McGivney is best known for founding the Knights of Columbus in 1882. Nearly a century before the Second Vatican 
Council, his prescient vision empowered the laity to serve Church and neighbor in a new way. Today, the Knights of 
Columbus is one of the largest Catholic organizations in the world with 2 million members in North and Latin 
America, the Caribbean, Asia, and Europe. 
The miracle recognized as coming through Father McGivney’s intercession involved an unborn child in the United 
States who in 2015 was healed in utero of a life-threatening condition after prayers by his family to Father McGivney. 
A date will soon be set for the beatification Mass, which will take place in Connecticut. It will include the reading of 
an apostolic letter from the Holy Father and the bestowing of the title “Blessed” on Father McGivney. 
Earlier this year, in an address to the Knights of Columbus Board of Directors, Pope Francis said the organization has 
been faithful “to the vision of your founder, Venerable Michael McGivney, who was inspired by the principles of 
Christian charity and fraternity to assist those most in need.” 
“Father McGivney has inspired generations of Catholic men to roll up their sleeves and put their faith into action,” 
Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson said. “He was decades ahead of his time in giving the laity an important role within 
the Church. Today, his spirit continues to shape the extraordinary charitable work of Knights as they continue to serve 
those on the margins of society as he served widows and orphans in the 1880s. Father McGivney also remains an 
important role model for parish priests around the world and left us a transformative legacy of effective cooperation 
between the laity and clergy.  
Born of Irish immigrant parents in 1852 in Waterbury, Connecticut, Father McGivney was a central figure in the 
dramatic growth of the Church in the United States in the late 19th century. Ordained in Baltimore in 1877, he 
ministered to a heavily Irish-American and immigrant community in the then-Diocese of Hartford. At a time of anti-
Catholic sentiment, he worked tirelessly to keep his flock close to the faith in part by finding practical solutions to 
their many problems – spiritual and temporal alike. With a group of the leading Catholic men of New Haven, he 
founded the Knights of Columbus in 1882 at St. Mary’s Church to provide spiritual support for Catholic men and 
financial resources for families that had suffered the loss of their breadwinner. 
The fledgling group soon became a major force in the areas of evangelization, charity, racial integration, and the 
defense of religious freedom.  
Father McGivney spent his entire priesthood in parish ministry and died of pneumonia on August 14, 1890— two days 
after his 38th birthday – after falling ill amid a pandemic. Recent scientific evidence indicates that that pandemic – like 
the current one – may have been caused by a coronavirus. 
Known by his contemporaries for his devotion to the faith and his embodiment of the characteristics of the “Good 
Samaritan,” his cause for sainthood was opened in the Archdiocese of Hartford in 1997. St. John Paul II – who was 
pope at that time – lauded Father McGivney’s principles, stating in 2003, “In fidelity to the vision of Father 
McGivney, may you continue to seek new ways of being a leaven of the Gospel in the world and a spiritual force for 
the renewal of the Church in holiness, unity and truth.” 
In March 2008, he was declared a Venerable Servant of God by Pope Benedict XVI, who during his visit to St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral cited the “remarkable accomplishment of that exemplary American priest, the Venerable Michael 
McGivney, whose vision and zeal led to the establishment of the Knights of Columbus.” 
Two recent books also tell the story of Father McGivney and his legacy: Parish Priest (2006), his biography; and 
the The Knights of Columbus: An Illustrated History (2020). 
More information is also available at www.FatherMcGivney.org 
Photos and other visual resources are available here. 

  

http://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/it/bollettino/pubblico/2020/05/27/0303/00685.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2020-05-15/coronavirus-of-today-eerily-similar-to-1889-russian-flu-pandemic
https://www.amazon.com/Parish-Priest-McGivney-American-Catholicism/dp/0060776854/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=parish+priest+Douglas+Brinkley&qid=1590067765&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Knights-Columbus-Illustrated-History/dp/0757003087/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2HR0BT0POHBLY&dchild=1&keywords=knights+of+columbus+an+illustrated+history&qid=1590067853&sprefix=Knights+of+Columbus+%2Caps%2C150&sr=8-1
http://www.fathermcgivney.org/
https://www.fathermcgivney.org/fmcgs/en/for-the-media/images-for-download.html
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Father Michael J. McGivney is a Timeless Witness to the Faith 
 
Maybe you’re an old pro and already knew that 
Father Michael J. McGivney founded the Knights 
of Columbus in New Haven, Conn. in 1882. Maybe 
you already knew that he envisioned a Catholic 
order that would help Catholic men to remain 
steadfast in faith while providing insurance for 
their families. 

But you probably didn’t know these facts: 
1. Not only Catholics, but even Protestants were 
inspired by Father McGivney’s witness of faith. 
Alida Harwood, the daughter of a prominent 
Episcopal minister in New Haven, frequented Mass 
at St. Mary’s Church where Father McGivney 
served. When Alida contracted malaria at the age 
of 25 and lay on her death bed, it was Father 
McGivney that she asked to see. 
2. He was a heck of a baseball player. 
We know that in one game with his seminary team 
he scored three runs, contributing to a big victory 
with a score of 23-6. He paved the way for a long 
history of baseball players who would join the 
Knights, including these MLB legends. 
3. More forward-thinking than Yale? Father 
McGivney pushed the boundaries as a theater 
director. 
At a time when, according to Parish Priest, nearby 
Yale University was limiting theater to only male 

actors, Father McGivney welcomed women to perform when he directed his parish’s St. Patrick’s Day play 
in 1880. 
4. He helped young people take charge of their lives and create a better future. 
Father McGivney saw that many young men were neglecting their religion and turning to alcohol abuse. In 
response, he founded St. Joseph’s Total Abstinence and Literary Society, a group that helped young men 
stay strong in the faith and become active in their communities. They organized and participated in sports 
and theatrical productions. McGivney offered members a meeting space with books, magazines, newspapers 
and a piano. No doubt, Father McGivney’s experience with this group prepared him when he later founded 
the Knights of Columbus. 
5. His vision for the role of the laity was very unusual for the time. 
Seventy-seven years ahead of the Second Vatican Council, the idea that a Catholic organization could be led 
by laymen was quite extraordinary. Yet that was Father McGivney’s vision for the Knights of Columbus. 
6. He ministered to inmates. 
Father McGivney was responsible for ministering to inmates in the city jail. One inmate was 21-year-old 
Chip Smith, who — while drunk — shot and killed a police officer. Smith was convicted for first-degree 
murder and sentenced to be hanged. 
Father McGivney visited him daily, and, on the day of Smith’s execution, the priest was filled with sorrow. 
Just before he died, Smith comforted him: "Father, your saintly ministrations have enabled me to meet death 
without a tremor. Do not fear for me, I must not break down now." 

7. He was only 38 years old when he died. 
And that’s actually not surprising — life expectancy was short for priests in Connecticut in the 19th century, 
when the Catholic population was growing, disease was common and the priests were overworked. 

https://www.kofc.org/un/en/news/releases/mighty-mcgivney-at-bat.html
https://www.amazon.com/Parish-Priest-McGivney-American-Catholicism/dp/0060776854/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=parish+priest&qid=1553536078&s=gateway&sr=8-1
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8. He’s on the path to sainthood. 
His cause for canonization is open, and he was given the title “Venerable Servant of God” by the Holy See 
in 2008. You can help promote devotion to this Servant of God — click here to join the Father McGivney 
Guild. 
9. His belongings were burned when he died. 
When Father McGivney died of tuberculosis, his personal items were burned to prevent the spreading of the 
disease. Only a small number of his writings and belongings survived. 
 
10. He is known to intercede especially in four areas (from Columbia magazine): 
• Employment and finances. Just as parishioners looked to Father McGivney for help when “No Irish 

need apply” was often included in job postings, so today many receive help when they are laid off or 
seeking a better job. 

• Substance abuse. In Father McGivney’s day, alcoholism afflicted the immigrant population, and many 
now find relief from drug or alcohol abuse after praying to him. 

• Family reconciliation. Father McGivney helped immigrant families struggling to stay together and to 
make ends meet. Today, Father McGivney continues to respond to the prayers of families. 

• Return to the faith. Father McGivney founded the Order to keep men from joining anti-Catholic 
societies. Today, many Catholics receive favors when calling upon him to help their fallen-away children 
return to Mass. 

Check out this list of favors attributed to Father McGivney. 
 
The Knights of Columbus is the largest Catholic lay organization in the world with more than 1.9 million 
members. 
With online membership, joining the Knights is easier than ever. Click here to join the Knights today. 
To share your story, email andrew.butler@kofc.org         

 
 
Officers for 2020 - 2021 
Chaplain:    Father Joseph Brice 
Grand Knight:    James R. Gambardella 
Deputy Grand Knight:   Fouad Faraj Musleh 
Chancellor:    Nicolau R. Amaral, PGK 
Financial Secretary:   Paul "Jerry" Scannell, PGK, FDD, PFN 
Treasurer:    John L. Marcello, PSD, PGK, FDD, PFN 
Recorder:    Fouad Faraj Musleh 
Warden:    Steven M. Calise 
Trustee:  3 Years  Robert J. Chase, PGK 
               2 Years  John Taylor 
               1 Year  Thomas A.  Bianco, PGK 
Inside Guard:    Ronald A. Volpe 
Outside Guard:   John Olobri 
Directors: 
   Program Director:   Robert J. Chase, PGK 
   Membership Director: John Marcello, PSD, PGK, FDD, PFN 
   Community Director:  Michael Geraghty 
   Family Director:   Steven M. Calise  
   Pro-Life Director:   Paul F. Caranci 

http://www.fathermcgivney.org/mcg/en/contact/register.html
http://www.fathermcgivney.org/mcg/en/contact/register.html
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/columbia/detail/the-mcgivney-letters.html
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/columbia/detail/priest-for-the-family.html
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/news/releases/praying-for-father-mcgivneys-intercession.html
https://www.kofc.org/un/joinus/en/index.html
mailto:andrew.butler@kofc.org
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 Cleaning St John Vianney Residence 
 
Our Community Director, Bob Chase, reached out to Fr Murphy and we were requested to clean the St John 
Vianney Residence for our retired priests on Saturday June 20th. Our brothers cleaned the patio, washed 
windows and weeded around the property. It was a beautiful day! We hope that we made it more pleasant for 
our priests, it is the least we can do to thank them. 

 

 

 
 

 
From Left to Right (standing): Fouad Faraj Musleh, 
Steven Calise, Bob Chase, Jim Gambardella, Mike 
Geraghty. From Left to Right (kneeling) Paul Morry, 
Dan Gambardella 

 
 

 
From Left to Right (standing): Fouad Faraj Musleh, 
Steven Calise, Bob Chase, Fr. Murphy, Mike 
Geraghty. From Left to Right (kneeling) Paul Morry, 
Dan Gambardella 
 

 
Coolest pic – father (Jim) and son 
(Dan) serving our dear retired priest 

 
Dan Gambardella working hard 
cleaning the patio 

 
Professionals at work, look at the 
difference - Before and After! 
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Paul was the master window 
washer! 

 
Mike Geraghty and Jim 
Gambardella sealing the 
concrete patio 

 
Bob is directing the brothers. 
Fouad is getting ready to weed 

 
Steven is letting Mike know the spot 
he missed 

  
Bob was explaining to Fouad how weeding 
can remind us of what we need to do in our 
spiritual lives – plucking out things in our 
lives that lead us away from God 

 
Steven looks like he is 
trying to hide, but he 
is pulling hard at some 
pesky weeds 
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Memorial to Steve Rianna  
When our council was newly created back in February 1991, it was necessary for us to have a leader that 
would guide us through those early beginnings.  Steve Rianna, a natural-born leader, took the reins and for 
about a year-and-a-half, guided us as our first Grand Knight.  Unfortunately, outside events that we were not 
privy to caused Steve to leave the council in 1993.  He then helped form the St. Thomas council at St. 
Thomas Church on Fruit Hill Ave.  He became their first Grand Knight, as well, and guided that council 
through its beginnings. 
I first met Steve when my son joined the Cub Scouts.  Steve was the Cubmaster for Pack 76 for several 
years.  During part of the time I served as the Pack's Committee Chairman.  It was then in 1991 when I got a 
call from Steve asking me if I wanted to join the Knights of Columbus.  The previous weekend one of the 
District Deputies, Bob Marciano, spoke at our Masses about the prospects of forming a council at St. 
Augustine's.  At the time of this I was very busy with other things and wasn't going to join the 
Knights.  However, Steve was very convincing when he said that some of the other scouters from Pack and 
Troop 76 were going to the organization meeting.  So I capitulated and went.  As you know, I did join the 
Knights.  I owe my membership and the years of service I have given to the order to Steve's persistence. 
Vivat Jesus, 
Jerry Scannell 
Financial Secretary 
Editor’s Editorial 
Recently, as I was praying with Psalm 119 and asking the Good Lord, why some of His Church’s shepherds, 
our Bishops, think that they have the authority to change Church teachings and, at the same time lamenting 
how our society is escalating quickly and becoming more anti-God. I was drawn to this verse: You rebuke 
the insolent, accursed one, who wander from your commandments. Psalm 119:21 RSVCE. It made sense 
– what else can I expect if as a society we do not want to follow God’s commands, pretending to be our own 
gods. However, I sensed God’s true answer to my “whining” came with the 1st reading of the mass that day: 
proclaim the word; be persistent whether it is convenient or inconvenient; convince, reprimand, 
encourage through all patience and teaching.  For the time will come when people will not tolerate sound 
doctrine but, following their own desires and insatiable curiosity, will accumulate teachers and will stop 
listening to the truth and will be diverted to myths. 2 Tim 4:2-4 NABRE 
For the past several years, I have been convicted by God due to my desire to just get along, it is much more 
convenient. For too long, I have been too quiet and not proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ. I am 
what is wrong with society – I have been a coward and not speaking up enough when it comes to all the 
politically correct situations. As in that day’s reading I need to be persistent in preaching the truth whether it 
is convenient or not. If not, then folks are going to go after doctrines that are not from God but mythical 
doctrines. I am also what is wrong with the Church – let’s just get along and all will be well. Well, by the 
fruits of it, that is the wrong approach since people are leaving the Church in droves. People need to hear the 
truth since a watered-down Gospel is so underwhelming and uninspiring. We need to follow our Master 
and Lord, Jesus Christ. Since Jesus Christ is the Way, the Truth and the Life, and He is the same yesterday, 
today and tomorrow, therefore the truth is always the truth – time cannot change the Truth!  
The first reading of a different mas offered another critical message: Indeed, all who desire to live a godly 
life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. 2 Tim 3:12 RSVCE. Am I ready to stand up and answer God’s call? 
He is calling all His people to be holy. It is time to stand up and fight the good fight of faith. Our battle is not 
against flesh and blood but with Satan and his minions. We need to wake up from our slumber and be ready 
to stand up for the Truth. May God be praised and honored forever and ever. 
Vivat Jesus, 
Fouad Faraj Musleh 
Deputy Grand Knight  

Join Now:  Visit KofC.org/JoinUS – enter Council # 10557 

https://www.kofc.org/un/joinus/en/index.html
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O Mary, 

you always brighten our path 
as a sign of salvation and of hope. 

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the 
Sick, who, at the Cross, took part in Jesus’ 

pain while remaining steadfast in faith. 
O loving Mother, 

you know what we need, 
and we are confident you will provide for us 

as at Cana in Galilee. 
Intercede for us with your Son Jesus, 

the Divine Physician, 
for those who have fallen ill, 
for those who are vulnerable, 
and for those who have died. 

Intercede also for those charged with 
protecting the health and safety of others 
and for those who are tending to the sick 

and seeking a cure. 
Help us, O Mother of Divine Love, 
to conform to the will of the Father 
and to do as we are told by Jesus, 

who took upon himself our 
sufferings and carried our sorrows, 
so as to lead us, through the Cross, 

to the glory of the Resurrection. Amen. 
 
 
 

Under thy protection we seek refuge, 
O Holy Mother of God. 

In our needs, despise not our petitions, 
but deliver us always from all dangers, 
O glorious and blessed Virgin. Amen. 

 
 

Adapted from the prayer of Pope Francis 

The ancient fresco of Madonna del Soccorso (Our Lady of Help) 
in St. Peter’s Basilica was restored with the support of the Knights of Columbus to mark 

the Year of Faith (2012-2013). Photo courtesy of Fabbrica di San Pietro/M. Falcioni. 
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